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The following claims are presented for examination: 

1. (currently amended) A method comprising: 

receiving a first plurality of protocol data units at a first input of a protocol- 
data-unit excisor. wherein all of the protocol data units received at said first input 
are en route to a first conaestible node: 

receiving at [[a]] said protocol-data-unit excisor a metric of a queue in [[a]] said 
first congestible node; and 

selectively dropping, at said protocol-data-unit excisor, one or more of said first 
plurality of protocol data units ew-wsrt e t o sa i d first e &my e s tib te-grade based on said 
metric of said queue in said first congestible node. 

2. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein said protocol-data-unit 
excisor decides whether to drop a protocol data unit based on Random Early Detection. 

3. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
receiving a second plurality of protocol data units at a second input of said 

protocol-data-unit excisor, wherein all of the protocol data units received at said 
second input are en route to a second congestible node: 

receiving at said protocol-data-unit excisor a metric of a queue in [[a]] said second 
congestible node; and 

selectively dropping, at said protocol-data-unit excisor, one or more of said second 
plurality of protocol data units efp-F©«£e-4©-«aid-seeored-^w^ based on said 

metric of said queue in said second congestible node. 

4. (currently amended) A protocol-data-unit excisor comprising: 

a first input for receiving a first plurality of protocol data units, wherein all 
of the protocol data units received at said first input are en route to a first 
congestible node; 

a second input f'eeetvep for receiving a metric of a queue in [[a]] said first 
congestible node; and 

a processor for selectively dropping T-afc-said-i^FOteee^-date-tm^ one or 

more of said first plurality of protocol data units ew-wtfte^+e^ertd^ftes^ 

node based on said metric of said queue in said first congestible node. 
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5. (previously presented) The protocol-data-unit excisor of claim 4 wherein said 
protocol-data-unit excisor decides whether to drop a protocol data unit based on Random 
Early Detection. 

6. (currently amended) The protocol-data-unit excisor of claim 4 further 
comprising: 

a third input for receiving a second plurality of protocol data units, wherein 
all of the protocol data units received at said third input are en route to a second 
conqestible node; 

a fourth input r eceiver for receiving a metric of a queue in [[a]] said second 
congestible node; [[and]] 

[[a]] wherein said processor is also for selectively dropping , at said p r otoco l 
data unit exc i so r , one or more of said second plurality of protocol data units en route 
to s a i d s econd congestib l e node based on said metric of said queue in said second 
congestible node. 

7. (currently amended) A method comprising: 

receiving a first plurality of protocol data units at a first input of a protocol- 
data-unit excisor, wherein all of the protocol data units received at said first input 
are en route to a first conqestible node; 

ob s erving ot a p r otoco l doto unit exc is o r the f l ow of protoco l data units en 
route to o fi rs t congestib le node; 

estimating in said protocol-data-unit excisor a first metric of a first queue of 
protocol data units in said first congestible node based on said flew first plurality of 
protocol data units; and 

selectively dropping, at said protocol-data-unit excisor, one or more of said first 
plurality of protocol data units en route to said first congestible node based on said first 
metric of s aid queue of p r otocol data units i n said first conge s tible node . 

8. (previously presented) The method of claim 7 wherein said protocol-data-unit 
excisor decides whether to drop a protocol data unit based on Random Early Detection. 

9- (currently amended) The method of claim 7 further comprising: 

receiving a second plurality of protocol data units at a second input of said 

protocol-data-unit excisor, wherein all of the protocol data units received at said 

second input are en route to a second conqestible node; 
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observing ot s aid p r otoco l doto unit cxc i so r the f l ow of protoco l data unit s 
en route to o second congc s tib l e node; 

estimating in said protocol-data-unit excisor a second metric of a second queue 
of protocol data units in said second congestible node based on said flow second plurality 
of protocol data units; and 

selectively dropping, at said protocol-data-unit excisor, a one or more of said 
second plurality of protocol data [[unit]] units en route to said second congestible node 
based on said second metric of s oid queue of p r otoco l doto units in s oid second 
congestible node . 

10- (currently amended) A protocol-data-unit excisor comprising: 

a first input for receiving a first plurality of protocol data units, wherein all 
of the protocol data units received at said first input are en route to a first 
congestible node: and 

a t r an s mitte r a rr anged to obse r ve the flow of p r otoco l doto unit s en route to 
a fi r st conge s tible node; ond 

a processor for estimating a first metric of a first queue of protocol data units in 
said first congestible node based on said [[flow]] first plurality of protocol data units, and 
for selectively dropping one or more of said first plurality of protocol data units en route 
to said first congestible node based on said metric s of soid queue first metric . 

11- (previously presented) The protocol-data-unit excisor of claim 10 wherein 
said processor for selectively dropping one or more protocol data units decides whether to 
drop a protocol data unit based on Random Early Detection. 

12. (currently amended) The protocol-data-unit excisor of claim 10 further 
comprising: 

a second input for receiving a second plurality of protocol data units, 
wherein all of the protocol data units received at said second input are en route to 
a second congestible node: and 

o t r ansmitte r o rr onged to obse r ve the f l ow of p r otoco l doto un i t s en route to 
o s econd congestible node; ond 

a processor for estimating a second metric of a second queue of protocol data units 
in said second congestible node based on said [[flow]] second plurality of protocol data 
units, and for selectively dropping one or more of said second plurality of protocol data 



Serial No. 10/662724 Attorney Docket: 630-044US 

Avaya Docket: 503027-A-ll-US 

units en route to said second congestible node based on said second metric of 9 oid queue 
of p r otoco l data writs i n s aid s econd congcstib l c node . 
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